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These results are based on responses to an online survey of camper parents in summer 2022. Parents 
received the survey link via e-mail and responded within 1-4 weeks of their child’s camp experience. 
The below figures show percentages, generally based on 82 parent responses, representing 97 
campers. This response offers a moderate to moderately high reliability for the data in this report. 

Not all survey respondents gave an answer to each question. Figures 4-8 provide the number (n) of 
respondents to that particular question. For individual items that were frequently skipped, there also 
might be an individual n provided. Read through the report carefully and work to take numbers in 
context. While it is useful to examine an individual question, be careful about putting too much 
emphasis on a single item without considering the whole. Do not let the eye stray to the negative at 
the expense of the positive, or vise versa.  

In 2022, 27 Christian camps affiliated with Outdoor Ministries Connection (OMC) participated in the 
parent survey. These camps represented Lutheran, United Methodist, and Episcopal traditions. At 
various points in the report, data are compared with the larger OMC dataset. 
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20%

15%

10%

55%

4+ times

2-3 times

Once before

First time

6%

12%

81%

Grandparent

Father

Mother
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43%
57%

Male Female
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Week 1 33% 

Week 2 10% 

Week 3 1% 

Week 4 9% 

Week 5 43% 

Week 6 4% 
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5%

17%

78%

3+ Children

2 Children

1 Child
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Less than 50 miles 49% 

50-100 miles 39% 

101-200 miles 10% 

More than 200 miles 2% 

 

10 & under 10% 

11 31% 

12 22% 

13 29% 

14 5% 

15+ 6% 
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Main Site 49 

Adventure Site 18 

Urban Site 15 
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Multiple times 
per month or weekly 

About monthly Less than monthly Not at all 

74%

47%

13%

34%

23%

29%

50%

13%

3%

24%

37%

53%

Read the Bible with your child

Pray with your child, other than meal times

Have conversations with child about God/faith

Say grace together as a family at meal times

% Never or a few times/year Monthly to weekly % Several times/week or daily
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!• 55% gave a perfect 10 
• 21% gave 9 
• 15% gave an 8 
• 2% gave a 7 
• 7% rated the experience 6 or lower 
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10 of 10 (Superior): 
55% 21% 15% 2% 3%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

Roughly equivalent to the avg. 
for all OMC camps: 8.98 !"#$%
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12%

14%

18%

40%

35%

32%

32%

42%

50%

61%

73%

66%

37%

56%

57%

52%

58%

48%

16%

10%

11%

15%

8%

7%

13%

2

3

3

5

8%

2

3

4

Cost of sending a child to camp

Maintenance and upkeep of facilities/grounds

Quality of food

Registration/check-in on first day of camp

Level of training for summer staff (n=46)

System of addressing bullying/conflicts (n=35)

Communication with families prior to camp week

Offering age-appropriate activities/programs

Effectively teaching the Christian faith

% EXCEEDS Expectations % Satisfied % Could be addressed % Dissatisfied
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1. Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit, sed do eiusmod tempor incididunt ut labore 
et dolore magna aliqua. Adipiscing commodo elit at imperdiet dui. Bibendum est ultricies integer quis. 
Ultrices tincidunt arcu non sodales. Adipiscing elit ut aliquam purus. 

2. Vulputate dignissim suspendisse in est ante in. Lacus suspendisse faucibus interdum posuere lorem 
ipsum. 

3. Nec tincidunt praesent semper feugiat. Nullam eget felis eget nunc. Convallis tellus id interdum velit. 
Erat pellentesque adipiscing commodo elit at. 

4. Leo vel orci porta non pulvinar neque laoreet suspendisse interdum. Dignissim convallis aenean et 
tortor at risus. Venenatis lectus magna fringilla urna porttitor rhoncus dolor. Velit egestas dui id ornare 
arcu odio ut sem. 

5. Viverra ipsum nunc aliquet bibendum. Neque egestas congue quisque egestas diam in arcu cursus. 
Massa ultricies mi quis hendrerit. 

6. Viverra vitae congue eu consequat ac felis donec. 
7. Ac turpis egestas sed tempus. 

 

 
1. Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit, sed do eiusmod tempor incididunt ut labore 

et dolore magna aliqua. 
2. Adipiscing commodo elit at imperdiet dui. Bibendum est ultricies integer quis. Ultrices tincidunt arcu 

non sodales. Adipiscing elit ut aliquam purus. Vulputate dignissim suspendisse in est ante in. Lacus 
suspendisse faucibus interdum posuere lorem ipsum. 

3. Nec tincidunt praesent semper feugiat. Nullam eget felis eget nunc. 
4. Convallis tellus id interdum velit. Erat pellentesque adipiscing commodo elit at. Leo vel orci porta non 

pulvinar neque laoreet suspendisse interdum.  

1. Turna porttitor rhoncus dolor. Velit egestas dui id ornare arcu odio ut sem. Viverra ipsum nunc aliquet 

2. bibendum. Neque egestas congue quisque egestas diam in arcu cursus. Massa ultricies mi quis 

3. hendrerit. Viverra vitae congue eu consequat ac felis donec. Ac turpis egestas sed tempus. 
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!Parents were asked to elaborate on anything with which they were dissatisfied. The open-ended 

comments are listed verbatim below.  
!

 
>875&$/C3+,0-3&

$/C3+,0-3&62,3&

U-B8+&62,3&



8 

!
  

*+,-./'*-,0-1/23.4'35'
67289:4'6+;1'<=1-,2-.0-'

)! " # $ % & ' 2 ' , ' - . / 0 ( 1 '

2

2

9%

53%

67%

61%

73%

71%

77%

80%

81%

85%

87%

94%

0

4

5%

13%

39%

21%

34%

16%

20%

13%

15%

13%

2

11%

6%

4%

1%

12%

6%

12%

5%

5

9%

8%

3

6%

10%

88%

86%

66%

2

7%

3

3

2

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Child was picked on or left out

Child did not get along with other campers

Child did not get to do activities they wanted to

Child grew in self-confidence

Child met an adult role model

Child was strengthened in faith

My child had enough to eat

Child learned more about the Bible

Child made a new friend

Clear that camp had an impact on my child

Child tried something new at camp

Plan to send child(ren) to this camp in future

Child enjoyed cabin counselor

My child had fun at camp

Strongly agree Somewhat agree Neither agree nor disagree Disagree
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4

9%

9%

37%

55%

41%

95%

5

18%

24%

22%

27%

49%

4

5%

35%

47%

21%

15%

4

85%

38%

20%

18%

3

2

Campers should be allowed to have cell phones
at camp

If campers don't get along with cabin mates, they
should be allowed to switch groups

Camps should do a better job at providing
modern convenciences (e.g. showers, A/C)

Added benefit of camp is a chance for parents to
be away from kids

Faith formation and Christian practices should be
incorporated into all aspects of camp life

It is good when campers encounter
challenges/frustrations - they help them grow

Camp is a place for young people to unplug from
technology

Strongly agree Somewhat agree Neither agree nor disagree Somewhat Disagree

*+,-./'*72834317>'3.'
?34/'@;13,/+./'A3+84'35'6+;1'

)! " # $ % & ' 0 ' , ' - . / 0 ( 1 '

19%

24%

35%

48%

52%

71%

50%

61%

58%

52%

45%

25%

28%

15%

6%

3

3

3Develop an appreciation for nature/outdoors

Have new exeriences & try new things

Make friends and develop social skills

To have fun

Strengthen character traits (e.g. integrity)

Grow in faith and learn more about God

Extemely important (top 1-2) Very important Moderately important A little or not important
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87% of parents identified at least one of the eight positive changes listed above (*marked with 
asterisk), and 41% identified three or more. 
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8%

11%

17%

16%

25%

29%

31%

33%

35%

41%

60%

88%

77%

45%

73%

59%

50%

42%

45%

54%

40%

32%

Seems more moody or emotionally distant

Has led family in prayer at meal times more frequently*

Positive impacts wear off, are NOT long-lasting

Spending less time on electronic devices*

I have noticed significant changes in my child

Reads Bible more frequently*

Nicer or more pleasant to other family members*

Child has been more helpful around the house*

Has engaged me in conversations about God/faith*

Shown greater interest in attending church*

Child has been singing Christian songs*

YES Unsure NO
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Your 

Camp 
 2022 

OMC 
Camps 
2022 

Attend church with children multiple times per month or weekly 71% 59% 

Say grace together at meal times more than weekly 47% 49% 

Have conversations with child about God and faith at least weekly 64% 64% 

Satisfied with: Quality of food available for the campers 82% 85% 

Satisfied with: Maintenance/upkeep of current facilities and grounds 87% 88% 

Satisfied with: Communication and prep with families prior to camp 81% 88% 

Satisfied with: Camper registration and check-in on first day of camp 79% 86% 

Satisfied with: Communication with parents during the camp week 66% 78% 

Satisfied with: Cost of sending a child to camp 81% 83% 

Satisfied with: Effectively teaching the Christian faith 97% 93% 

Satisfied with: System of addressing bullying and other conflicts 88% 83% 

Satisfied with: Offering age-appropriate activities and programs 100% 96% 

Satisfied with: Level of training for summer staff members 90% 90% 

Agree: My child had fun at camp 100% 95% 

Agree: My child met an adult role model 87% 85% 

Agree: My child was picked on or left out 5% 7% 

Agree: My child enjoyed their cabin counselor or group leader 99% 94% 

!"*8%203$)-%"*
This table compares parent responses from 2022 with all other OMC camps involved in the 
2022 study (far right column). There were 1,536 total parent responses from 27 camps 
affiliated with Episcopal, Lutheran, and United Methodist camping traditions. When 
comparing percentages, note especially those with a difference of 5% or greater as areas of 
difference. For example, satisfaction with effectively teaching the faith (98%) was somewhat 
higher compared with other OMC camps (93%). 

5 6 7 8 & ' ) '
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Agree: My child had enough to eat 88% 92% 

Agree: My child tried something new at camp 92% 92% 

Agree: My child did not get to do activities that they wanted to do 24% 26% 

Agree: My child was strengthened in their faith 93% 84% 

Agree: My child grew in self-confidence 91% 86% 

Agree: My child did not get along with their fellow campers 9% 7% 

Agree: My child made a new friend 91% 91% 

Agree: My child learned more about the Bible 92% 85% 

Agree: It is clear that camp had an impact on my child 98% 93% 

Agree: I plan to send my child(ren) to this camp in the future 89% 93% 

I have noticed significant changes in my child 29% 24% 

My child has been more helpful around the house 33% 38% 

My child has been singing Christian songs 61% 53% 

My child has been nicer or more pleasant to me and other family 35% 41% 

Child has asked to lead prayers during meal times more frequently 8% 14% 

Child has engaged me in conversations about God/faith more freq. 34% 34% 

My child has shown greater interest in attending church 42% 30% 

My child reads their Bible more frequently 26% 15% 

My child has been spending less time on electronic devices 15% 20% 

Agree: Camp is a place for young people to unplug from technology 97% 97% 

Agree: An added benefit of the camp week is a chance for parents to be away from their 
kids for a few days 

55% 63% 

Agree: Faith formation and Christian practices should be incorporated into all aspects of 
camp life 

83% 80% 

Agree: Camps should do a better job at providing modern conveniences (e.g. showers, 
A/C, or flush toilets) 

35% 25% 

Agree: If campers don’t get along with their cabin/tent mates on the first day or 2 of camp, 
they should be allowed to switch groups 

28% 31% 

Agree: Campers should be allowed to have cell phones at camp 8% 9% 

Agree: It is good when campers encounter challenges and frustrations at camp because 
these experiences help them grow 

97% 92% 
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List 2 or 3 words that might summarize or 
describe your child’s camp experience. 

 
Below is a word cloud representing the parent responses to this question. The larger the word, the more 
frequently parents used it to describe the camp experience. 44 Main Site parents, 12 Adventure Site 
parents, and 8 Urban Site parents responded to this question. 
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1. Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit, sed do eiusmod tempor incididunt ut labore et 

dolore magna aliqua. 
2. Adipiscing commodo elit at imperdiet dui. Bibendum est ultricies integer quis. Ultrices tincidunt arcu 

non sodales. Adipiscing elit ut aliquam purus. 
3. Vulputate dignissim suspendisse in est ante in. Lacus suspendisse faucibus interdum posuere lorem 

ipsum. Nec tincidunt praesent semper feugiat. Nullam eget felis eget nunc. Convallis tellus id interdum 
velit. Erat pellentesque adipiscing commodo elit at. 

4. Leo vel orci porta non pulvinar neque laoreet suspendisse interdum. Dignissim convallis aenean et 
tortor at risus. Venenatis lectus magna fringilla urna porttitor rhoncus dolor. Velit egestas dui id ornare 
arcu odio ut sem. 

5. Viverra ipsum nunc aliquet bibendum. Neque egestas congue quisque egestas diam in arcu cursus. 
Massa ultricies mi quis hendrerit. Viverra vitae congue eu consequat ac felis donec. Ac turpis egestas. 

1. Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit, sed do eiusmod tempor incididunt ut labore 
et dolore magna aliqua. Adipiscing commodo elit at imperdiet dui. Bibendum est ultricies integer 
quis. Ultrices tincidunt arcu non sodales. Adipiscing elit ut aliquam purus. Vulputate dignissim 
suspendisse in est ante in. 

2. Lacus suspendisse faucibus interdum posuere lorem ipsum. Nec tincidunt praesent semper feugiat. 
Nullam eget felis eget nunc. 

3. Convallis tellus id interdum velit. Erat pellentesque adipiscing commodo elit at. Leo vel orci porta non 
pulvinar neque laoreet suspendisse interdum. Dignissim convallis aenean et tortor at risus. Venenatis 
lectus magna fringilla urna porttitor rhoncus dolor. 

4. Velit egestas dui id ornare arcu odio ut sem. Viverra ipsum nunc aliquet bibendum. Neque egestas 
congue quisque egestas diam in arcu cursus. Massa ultricies mi quis hendrerit. Viverra vitae congue eu 
consequat ac felis donec. Ac turpis egestas sed tempus. 

1. Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit, sed do eiusmod tempor incididunt ut labore 
et dolore magna aliqua.  

2. Adipiscing commodo elit at imperdiet dui. Bibendum est ultricies integer quis. Ultrices tincidunt arcu 
non sodales. Adipiscing elit ut aliquam purus.  

3. Vulputate dignissim suspendisse in est ante in. Lacus suspendisse faucibus interdum posuere lorem 
ipsum. Nec tincidunt praesent semper feugiat.  

<0/"=/"&/&*./-0%"-/-*

!
Parents had the option of adding open-ended comments at the end of the survey. These 
are listed in raw form below. Notice the critiques and suggestions for improvement.  
'

 

U-B8+&62,3&

$/C3+,0-3&62,3&
!

V82+&62,3&
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4. Nullam eget felis eget nunc. Convallis tellus id interdum velit. Erat pellentesque adipiscing commodo 
elit at. Leo vel orci porta non pulvinar neque laoreet suspendisse interdum. Dignissim convallis aenean 
et tortor at risus.  

5. Venenatis lectus magna fringilla urna porttitor rhoncus dolor. Velit egestas dui id ornare arcu odio ut 
sem. 

6. Viverra ipsum nunc aliquet bibendum. Neque egestas congue quisque egestas diam in arcu cursus.  
7. Massa ultricies mi quis hendrerit. Viverra vitae congue eu consequat ac felis donec. Ac turpis egestas 

sed tempus. 
8. Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit, sed do eiusmod tempor incididunt ut labore 

et dolore magna aliqua. Adipiscing commodo elit at imperdiet dui. Bibendum est ultricies integer 
quis. Ultrices tincidunt arcu non sodales. Adipiscing elit ut aliquam purus. Vulputate dignissim 
suspendisse in est ante in. 

9. Lacus suspendisse faucibus interdum posuere lorem ipsum. Nec tincidunt praesent semper feugiat. 
Nullam eget felis eget nunc. Convallis tellus id interdum velit. Erat pellentesque adipiscing commodo 
elit at. Leo vel orci porta non pulvinar neque laoreet suspendisse interdum. Dignissim convallis aenean 
et tortor at risus. Venenatis lectus magna fringilla urna porttitor rhoncus dolor. Velit egestas dui id 
ornare arcu odio ut sem. 

10. Viverra ipsum nunc aliquet bibendum. Neque egestas congue quisque egestas diam in arcu cursus. 
Massa ultricies mi quis hendrerit. Viverra vitae congue eu consequat ac felis donec. Ac turpis egestas 
sed tempus. 

 !



16 

 
!
 

!hello@sacredplaygrounds.com 
 
 !sacredplaygrounds.com 
/sacredplaygrounds 
@sacredplaygrounds 
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We’re honored to partner with your camp and its leaders in gathering 
insights into your ministry. 
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